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ENN — Have you ever need-
ed a little pick-me-up or want-
ed to send one to a friend
who may be hurting or ill?

Angels for Hope may be just the spirit lifter
you are looking for.

Angels for Hope is a nonprofit organization
that makes and sends crocheted ange]s but-
terflies and smiley faces to those in need of
hope.'l'heiaemsareﬁ'eeofchsrgeaudcanbe

l.om!ly BettyVonBargenofPenn became
associated with the program about two years

ago when her husband, Rod, mentioned
hadseenpome&ingomtonanmmu
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erflies and smiley faces and helps send
all over the world. She is part of a net-
work of angel volunteers located in 49 states
and four countries,
- “These are sent to people who are in need
of hope for a variety of reasons,” Von Bargen
lexplzmied This includes the Fallen Soldier
gram where angels are sent to the families
every family of a deceased serviceman or
man as well as Ronald McDonald house
5guests and hospice and Relay for Life mem-
}bers A 100 Birthday Butterfly Club is also
ilable where butterflies are sent to anyone
ching his or her 100th birthday.

Effer hope to people

on Bargen, a retired typesetter from a
Lewiston print shop, has been an avid
crafter and crocheter for many years

and now feels she is able to help
raise the spirits of those to whom
she is able to send crocheted
items,

“I grab time whenever I can to
crochet,” she explained. “It’s a
great way to pass time while wait-
ing for doctor’s appointments,

watching TV or while my hus-
band is shopping at the hardware
store.”

Von Bargen receives about one
butterfly and one angel request per week.
Color and yarn are chosen by the crafter, but
each angel must wear a red hart and bow.
Each angel takes about an hour and a half to
complete from directions downloaded from
the Angels for Hope Web site once member-

CONTRIBUTED IMAGES

Angels for Hope includes not only crocheted angels (middle)
but also butterflies (left) and smiley faces (right).

ship is established, The design was created
specially for the project and all materials are
donated.

“It's- amazing how a little piece of yarn can
uplift the spirits and show that someone
cares,” Von Bargen smiled.
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